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The world at
 

YOUR FEET
We have all dreamed of owning a property 
abroad. Whether this is to enjoy the 
long summer evenings, dining alfresco 
overlooking the sea, a second home for the 
family, or an investment opportunity for 
letting. For many people, the reason they 
have not made that dream purchase is mostly 
due to a lack of knowledge of any given 
location versus too much choice.
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At Flambard Williams, we believe that everyone 
deserves their dream home. That’s why our 
Overseas team are committed to finding the 
finest inspirational properties, hand-picked for 
you. We cover all areas, whether that is rural, 
coastal or cities. From stunning penthouses 
in beautiful frontline beach locations, to 
modern offices with stylish architecture, 
we have something to suit everyone.

Our Overseas team understands that 
purchasing a property abroad can be an 
overwhelming experience. Which is why our 
team are proud to provide extensive knowledge 
of the most sensational locations around 
the globe, to match your budget, your ideal 
territory and the type of property you desire.

Our overseas discovery, your new adventure.



It is important to consider your main objective 
for purchasing an overseas property. For 
example, is this going to be your permanent 
place of residence, or are you going to purchase 
this as a holiday home. This will enable us to 
establish how long the property will be vacated 
for during the calendar year. 

1. Purchasing your dream home
Some of our clients purchase their dream home 
as either a second home, or as a new venture 
for their life-journey. Making such an important 
decision needs careful consideration, and our 
Overseas team are perfectly placed to offer help 
and advice you throughout the buying process.

2. Purchasing as a retirement home
Clients also like to purchase an overseas 
property as a retirement home for the winter 
months. No matter the location, the Flambard 
Williams Overseas team are here to help you 
discover your overseas treasure to suit your 
budget and ideal location.

3. Purchasing for an investment
Many clients purchase a property overseas to let 
for a percentage of the year. With our extensive 
knowledge of lettings across the globe, our 
Overseas team can assist you to maximise your 
earnings in your perfect property. 

Generating an income from  
your property
When purchasing for investment reasons, you 
must consider a number of factors; 

• If you are also planning to use the property 
yourself, chances are you will want to be 
there in the peak months, which naturally 
limits your rental income during this time. 

• Also, rental for the overseas market is 
typically seasonal. You can generate 
extremely high yields in the summer 
months, with less return during the winter.

• More often than not, you could have 
short-term tenancies anywhere from 
a number of days to a few weeks. This 
will involve a lot more work from the 
local agent, such as; the management of 
keys, and the cleaning and laundry, thus 
resulting in higher fees from the agent.

Reasons for buying
 

OVERSEAS





Here at Flambard Williams, we believe in doing things 
properly. Before we can even think about recommending 
you a property, our Overseas team will work with you to 
understand the location you wish to purchase your dream 
property in, along with your short and long-term aspirations. 

Each country has different legislations, taxes and laws 
(especially surrounding the lettings side), so it’s always 
advisable to speak to one of our trained representatives 
who has valuable experience in this particular area. 

Making the
 

RIGHT CHOICE







How to choose my
 

DESTINATION
Our Overseas team will ensure we find out as much about you and your 
property plans as possible. For example, are you going to use this as a 
buy-to-let, a holiday home, or perhaps a mixture of the two. Maybe it’s for a 
couple or a family, and if it is for a family, how many generations are likely to 
be staying there. Most importantly, what is your budget.

Once we have established the facts on why you are looking to purchase, we 
can then start to advise on the most appropriate solutions.

Experience tells us that most clients come to us with a preconceived  
idea of the destination where they want to make their purchase. It’s our role 
to walk you through in detail all the advantages and disadvantages of that 
destination, and in some cases, offer an alternative location that you may 
not have considered. 

New destinations vs tried and tested 
Of course, all of the established resorts were once upon a time ‘the new 
place to buy’. However, we often see new dream destinations, only to find 
years later that these areas are not serviced by regular flights. Places like 
Bulgaria, which just over 10 years ago was the new place to buy, is now a 
location where clients are struggling to sell what they purchased.

Our advice; is go where the main airlines are flying, and purchase in the 
most established areas.

Do your research
Whatever your reason, it is always advised to have visited the location you 
are thinking about buying in.

It’s surprising to note how many people purchase overseas, without 
researching the destination. In the absence of being able to visit the location 
in person, it would be advisable to research the area of your preference to 
ensure it’s right for you. That said, it is always advised to have visited the 
location you are thinking about buying in, even if that’s a research trip.
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Costs
Before making any form of purchase, our 
Overseas team will advise clients on the costs of 
purchase itself, and also the running costs of  
the property.

Purchasing overseas is not like purchasing 
in the UK. There are many other things to 
take into consideration before parting with 
any money. For example, in Spain, if you 
are purchasing a second-hand property, 
you will have to pay a percentage of the 
property in transfer tax. Moreover, this 
percentage differs between regions. 

If you purchase a new build property you will 
then have to pay IVA (a form of tax), rather than 
the transfer percentage. You will also have legal 
costs outside of your own lawyer. This may 
include Notary fees and registration costs to the 
local town hall.

Exchange rates
As with any foreign transaction, you have to 
take into account the current exchange rate, 
whilst factoring-in, the onward rate during your 
purchase. If the development you are purchasing 
is ‘off plan’ and your payments are spread over 
a 12-month period, are you likely to be short of 
funds if the exchange rate goes against you?

Flambard Williams has developed a number of 
connections with FX brokers, who can (more 
often than not), fix your exchange rate for a set 
time period, protecting you against fluctuations 
going forward.

Overseas mortgages
The Overseas team at Flambard Williams can 
connect you with a mortgage broker in both the 
UK and/or overseas. It is advisable to research 
each mortgage deal meticulously in order to 
ensure there are no hidden costs or penalties 
along the way.

Legal
Legal costs also differ from country to country. 
Importantly, the team at Flambard Williams will 
ensure you are dealing with a regulated lawyer, 
as in many countries there is a limited code of 
conduct to adhere to.

One significant rule, is to use an independent 
lawyer. Do not use a lawyer that has been 
recommended by the developer.

Other considerations
It is standard in the UK that before any property 
purchase, a survey is conducted. This is not 
standard practice in many countries overseas. 
In fact, there are many instances where clients 
have purchased overseas, but the development 
does not secured planning permission. These are 
the instances that our Overseas team will help 
you avoid.

Things to
 

CONSIDER



Unfortunately, we have all heard the horror 
stories where clients have put down a large 
deposit, and the property has not even 
been built. This is where you have to use 
an experienced company like Flambard 
Williams and a regulated Lawyer.

In some countries non-residents cannot 
purchase. Again, speak to a team member at 
Flambard Williams to discuss the requirements 
of each country.

Personal support
We pride ourselves on the personal support we 
provide for the duration of the entire process, 
understanding the importance of client care 
and your peace of mind. We know that it is a big 
decision to purchase a property overseas, which 
is why we’re dedicated to ensuring you feel at 
ease throughout. 

Ultimately, we want you to enjoy the process of 
discovering your dream home as much as us, 
which is why our Overseas team are committed 
to making it as simple and stress-free as 
possible. You can count on us to find your idyllic 
property solution.
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